The number of foster youth entering the juvenile justice system with mental health issues are staggering.  Did any of your research look at this data?
(Answered by Dr. Joseph Cocozza) Our study did not look at the number of foster youth involved with the juvenile justice system who have mental health issues.  While there is some suggestion in the literature that many of these youth have mental health needs, to date there are no comprehensive studies that I am aware of that examines this issue.  
 

There are, however, some localized studies that have examined this issue which suggest that the prevalence of mental health problems among these youth is high.  For example, a 2004 report from the National Center for Juvenile Justice on dual jurisdiction youth (youth with dependency and delinquency court involvement) found that 80% had substance abuse issues, and that 61% had severe emotional or mental health problems (Halemba, et al, 2004).  
Most serious current offense as a prior function of prior abuse.  11% difference in percentage of youth in murder, rape, kidnap between physical only and sexual abuse.
1.  Why this difference? 
2.  Is the emotional processes of sexually abused children different from physically abused? 

(Answered by Dr. Andrea Sedlak) Unfortunately, the data gathered in the Survey of Youth in Residential Placement (SYRP) provide no basis for interpreting the reason underlying these observed differences.  The SYRP data simply show that that a notably larger percentage of youth with prior sexual abuse have their most serious offense in this highest category.  Deeper analyses were not possible using the SYRP data.  However, recent work on nonoffenders shows that there are differences in emotional responses based on prior abuse categories:
 

"the frequency of lifetime PTSD, as well as any anxiety disorder, [is] not only very high in the sexual assault group, but [it is] also much higher in this group than in the physical assault category. Sexual assault is clearly perceived as much more intrusive than other events, including physical assault. "  
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Basically, the finding in the SYRP just raises the kind of questions you ask, indicating the need for further research to understand the "why" of what we see. The fact that these different kinds of prior abuse experiences display different associations with juvenile offender behaviors certainly suggests the value of paying greater attention to obtaining more detailed information about abuse backgrounds, considering whether these different experiences are related to offender behaviors through similar or different emotional pathways, and exploring whether offender groups respond differently to sanctions and have different recidivism patterns.

