SHARON K.B. WRIGHT

A National Program Leader at National 4-H Headquarters, US Department of Agriculture, Sharon Wright has responsibility for the Children, Youth, and Families at Risk (CYFAR) Program and for 4-H Military Partnerships. She oversees CYFAR grants to Land Grant Universities for community programs for at risk children and families; leads a national CYFAR conference; and leads CYFERnet, an internet based information network of resources for children and family programs. Wright and the CYFERnet Team of 24 University faculty were awarded the Secretary of Agriculture’s Honor Award in 2003. 

Military partnerships with Army Child and Youth Services (CYS) and Air Force Family Member Programs link military youth programs with resources of Land Grant Universities across the country.  Wright coordinates special assignments of 4-H youth development and technology professionals to Army and Air Force locations.  These specialists train installation staff in youth development principles, provide support in establishing 4-H clubs, set up youth computer labs, and link military staff and youth to county and state 4-H programs. There are now 4-H programs on all Army installations and most Air Force bases worldwide – even military 4-H members overseas are linked to 4-H programs in the US. With colleagues at Army CYS, Wright was on the design team for creating and implementing “Operation: Military Kids,” a support network for “suddenly military” children and youth of National Guard and Reserve when their parents are deployed.   Wright and the 4-H Army Youth Development Project Management Team were awarded the Secretary of Agriculture’s Honor Award in 2006. 

Prior to coming to USDA, Wright was a Professor at the University of Minnesota, responsible for youth development programs addressing issues such as teen pregnancy, HIV/AIDS, and drug and alcohol abuse prevention. Wright ran a publishing and educational consulting business – developing curricula, grant writing services, and training for school personnel. Wright was an elementary teacher, working in first grade classrooms and as a specialist in science and art in Ithaca, New York and suburbs of Minneapolis, Minnesota.   

Wright holds Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in education from the University of Minnesota and Cornell University, respectively.  She was a founder of a collaborative day care program for pre-school and primary children, served as president of the first Minnesota Soccer Association to include both men's and women's teams, and has volunteered for youth serving programs in Washington, DC.  

