Mentoring Children of Prisoners Program
The Family and Youth Services Bureau (FYSB) began funding community- and faith-based mentoring projects in 2003, granting $8.9 million to 52 programs. In his 2003 State of the Union address, President Bush asked Americans to join the effort. “Government will support the training and recruiting of mentors,” he said. “Yet it is the men and women of America who will fill the need. One mentor, one person can change a life forever. And I urge you to be that one person.”
Mentoring Children of Prisoners Program grant recipients are required to provide services, both directly and in collaboration with other local agencies, to strengthen and support children of incarcerated parents and their families. This includes preserving families and connecting the children with their imprisoned parent when appropriate.  In FY 2007, FYSB awarded $45.6million in funding to support 219 community and faith-based mentoring programs and 1 Mentoring Voucher Program.
The 219 community and faith-based mentoring grant recipients are required to cultivate mentors from within the child’s family and community through recruitment, screening, training, and monitoring and program evaluation.
Under a cooperative agreement grant, the Family and Youth Services Bureau selected The National Mentoring Partnership, Inc. /MENTOR, based in Alexandria, VA, to be the Mentor Service Agency (MSA) of the Mentoring Children of Prisoners (MCP) Voucher Demonstration Program.

For more than 15 years, MENTOR has been connecting America’s young people with caring adult mentors and building a national network of mentoring partners to support the mentoring community.  Working in consultation with FYSB, MENTOR will set quality standards that mentoring programs must meet in order to participate in the voucher demonstration.  MENTOR will conduct an advertising campaign to encourage mentoring programs to become certified as “quality providers” and receive MCP vouchers. Each voucher has a service value of $1000.

MENTOR will identify children to participate in the voucher program through a multi-tiered approach focusing on caregivers and incarcerated parents at the local and national level.  They will coordinate with national networks for re-entry and incarcerated families, caregiver support networks, school districts, faith- and community– based organizations, social service agencies and correctional systems.  Families and caregivers will be directed to a national call center to enroll in the voucher program, and will be provided with a mentoring information packet that corresponds to the family’s stated preferences and provides mentoring options in their community. The voucher for mentoring services is included in the packet and contains an identification code.  This identifier becomes the primary means of data collection and system management for the MCP Voucher Demonstration.  

In the first year of the demonstration project, MENTOR will pilot the MCP Voucher in 5-10 geographically diverse targeted communities with high rates of incarceration, crime and/or poverty, rural populations, or areas with Indian children.   As the voucher program is a new service delivery model, these targeted efforts will allow systems to be implemented, reviewed, and adjusted, when needed.  In years two and three of the demonstration program, the MCP Voucher Demonstration will be expanded to the national level.  In year one, no less than 3000 vouchers will be distributed to children and families; in year two, no less than 8000 vouchers will be distributed and in year three, no less than 13,000 vouchers.

